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We are likely here because, at some point, we asked
ourselves some form of the question, “What can I do
for a loved one who has gotten off track?” We might
hide it for a while, protect it at times, deny how bad
it has gotten, and think we can take care of it
ourselves. The Christian lifestyle, rooted in
fellowship since its beginning, can provide us with
tools and guidance along the path suggested by
Jesus.

Seemingly in direct response to the question
mentioned above, Jesus shares an outline with his
disciples in this Sunday's Gospel Reading about how
to offer fraternal correction if another has fallen to
sinful habits and addictive behaviors. But first, Jesus
reminds them (and us) of how far our Creator is
willing to go in His pursuit of us (Mt. 18:12-14):

If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them goes
astray,

will he not leave the ninety-nine in the hills

and go in search of the stray?

And if he finds it, amen, I say to you,

he rejoices more over it than over the ninety-nine that
did not stray.

In just the same way, it is not the will of your
heavenly Father that one of these little ones be lost.

And then the instructions:

Jesus said to his disciples:

"If your brother sins against you,

go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.
If he listens to you, you have won over your brother.
If he does not listen,

take one or two others along with you,

so that 'every fact may be established

on the testimony of two or three witnesses.'

If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church.

If he refuses to listen even to the church,

then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax
collector. Amen, I say to you,

whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.

Again, amen, I say to you,

if two of you agree on earth

about anything for which they are to pray,

it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father.
For where two or three are gathered together in my
name,

there am I in the midst of them."



Jesus mentions four steps to take if the previous is
ineffective:

p—t

Speak directly to the person

2. Gather a couple of trusted people to affirm or
question your loving concern

3. Bring your concerns to a community of believers,
asking for prayer and support

4. Treat them with love and mercy while establishing

healthy boundaries

Each of our situations will require variations to this,
but hearing Jesus speak on the issue offers comfort,
forgiveness, and His presence. We can discern these
words as we reflect on a variety of relationships in our
lives. The greatest defense against reverting back to our
old tendencies is the act of reaching our hand out to
newcomers and those still struggling with family
recovery. As we do this, we enter into relationships
where we receive just as much as we give of ourselves.

Similarly, we enter the Church in need of salvation and
take refuge in a common vessel. Our solution is found
in the grace offered by Jesus Christ. We engage him
through the Word, the sacraments of the Church, and
when we reach our hand out to fellow brothers and
sisters. We gather today in the midst of God, who
grants us the gift of faith and willingness to be here.

Yearning for God’s mercy, let us continue to use our
experience to grow with each other, love and pray for
our addict, and accompany those struggling on the
margins. At the same time, we ought to be humble and
willing enough to recognize that God is the only one
capable of salvation and that He is relentless.

Reflection Questions

o Recall and share about your experience of being
the one lost sheep who God went off to find.

o What benefits have you experienced as a result of
supporting others in recovery?

o What lessons do you take away from Jesus'
remarks about fraternal correction? How might
the Gospel Reading inform your own situation?

Become a Writing Contributor for CIR

Are you interested in sharing your testimony, writing
daily reflections, or contributing to the CIR blog?

= Make a difference in the lives of others by sharing
experience, strength, and hope in a written testimony, blog
article, or other forms of written content

» Never underestimate your ability to help the
addict/alcoholic who still struggles by letting others
know it can be done and sharing key spiritual principles

* Find more information and submission instructions at
catholicinrecovery.com/writing-for-cir

Sunday Mass Readings this Week

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9
Second Reading: Romans 13:8-10

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20
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	Jesus’ Prayer for All Believers
	John 17: 20-26
	“I pray not only for them,
	but also for those who will believe in me through their word,
	so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you,
	that they also may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me.
	And I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one,
	I in them and you in me, that they may be brought to perfection as one,
	that the world may know that you sent me,
	and that you loved them even as you loved me. Father, they are your gift to me.
	I wish that where I am they also may be with me,
	that they may see my glory that you gave me,
	because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
	Righteous Father,
	the world also does not know you,
	but I know you, and they know that you sent me.
	I made known to them your name and I will make it known,
	that the love with which you loved me may be in them and I in them.”
	_______________________________
	_______________________________
	Jesus spent significant time journeying with his disciples before approaching his fateful death. Over the course of three years, twelve ordinary individuals were called by name and were taught by Christ, shared meals together, and witnessed our Lord o...
	Throughout the Easter season, the first readings each Sunday are taken from Acts of the Apostles and give us an opportunity to see the Holy Spirit working through a group of men and women that have been touched by Christ. Peter, who turned his back on...
	It is prudent that we learn from their eagerness to serve as we make ourselves available to our brothers and sisters looking for a morsel of hope and freedom from addiction. Spending time in scripture, we can see how the apostles’ boldness brought th...
	Some parishes will celebrate the Ascension of the Lord this coming Sunday, hearing Jesus tell his disciples, “Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). Others will hear the gospel reading for the seventh Sunday o...
	Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed saying:
	“Now I am coming to you. I speak this in the world so that they may share my joy completely. I gave them your word, and the world hated them, because they do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world. I do not ask that you take them ...
	Whether embarking upon our first month of sobriety or counting decades, we get an opportunity to return to the truth that is God’s word. In our recovery from alcoholism, drug addiction, compulsive overeating, gambling, porn and sex addiction, codepen...
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